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Container Gardening Hints
· Use a soiless mixture with a slow-release fertilizer.

· Water every day. 

· Subsequent feeding should consist of quick-acting fertilizers that replenish nutrients both lost in drainage and taken up by plants through their roots.  Plants should be fed only when they are actively growing.  Never feed plants that are dry without watering them first.  Avoid applying fertilizer in strong sun.

· Use your imagination in choosing a container, just remember drainage is important; cover drainage holes with gravel or a coffee filter to prevent clogging.  Larger pots,10 inches or more, offer more possibilities for combining plants, don’t dry out as fast, and promote better root development than smaller pots.

· Know the growing habits of the plants you choose (trailing, compact, tall?).

· Plant for “instant effect.”

· Choose plants with color, shape, and texture in mind.  Choosing a theme for your container can be interesting; butterfly, herb, vegetable (choose compact bush-style vegetables including tomatoes, cucumbers, squashes and pumpkins are ideal), prairie native plants, ornamental grasses and annuals mixed with perennials and groundcovers.

· Try gardening in stages to change a “look” throughout the season.  In early spring try pansies, sweet pea, or caladium.  For a splash of summer color try annuals, perennials, herbs, and vegetables.  In the fall, combine mums and ornamental kale.  For winter, fill your containers with sand, and place evergreen branches, birch twigs, red dogwood branches, spruce tops and pine cones to add a festive touch of winter’s bounty to your entrance. 

· Design and choose plants depending on where container will be placed; Will it be up against a wall?  Viewed from all sides?  In sun, shade, or part shade?  Do the plants chosen have the same soil and moisture requirements?

· It helps in designing a round container if you place plants in a triangle shape and work with odd numbers, 5 begonias, 5 ivy, 5 fern etc.

Getting Started

· After choosing your plants, lift out plant (or tip over) from container and trim off excess soil to help with placement in pot.  Make sure to separate roots or tear away roots when pot-bound. 

· Fill container with soil and edge container with moss (an attractive touch and helps to hold in soil when watering).

· Start your potting with the trailing plants first, remember to work in odd numbers and place your plants working in the shape of a triangle, fill in with equal amounts of plants around the container.

· Second, place your “showpiece” in the center or off center, depending on your design and choice of plants.

· Thirdly, place your accent plants, again working with odd numbers and remember you should be working toward an “instant effect”; if there is an inch of space, put in a plant!

· Add soil around plants and leave ½ inch of space from soil line and container (remember edging with moss helps with soil loss when watering.

· Water immediately.  And remember to deadhead as the season progresses.
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