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Perennial Care: Dividing, Cutting Back and Transplanting

 Perennials are remarkably resilient and respond well to being managed.  A few simple rules apply to most perennials and will allow you to propagate, rejuvenate and cut back with confidence.  Most perennials can and in some cases should be divided periodically, usually every 3 to 5 years.  The ideal time is in spring just as active growth begins, although many plants tolerate fall division as well.  How small or large you make each divided clump depends on your time frame and on how frugal you are.  Avoid dividing just before or during the bloom period.  Cut back some foliage (usually about half) to compensate for root loss.  If possible, transplant or divide on a cloudy day and always water in well after planting.  Most plants can be cut back anytime after the foliage becomes unattractive--when depends on your personal taste.  Observe you garden in winter to see which plants have attractive foliage or seed heads for ornamental effects in the garden or for cutting to display indoors. If the winter effect is unattractive, cut back anytime.  If you like the winter appearance, wait until March or April to cut the dead tops.  Remove whatever dead foliage remains to prevent the overwintering of disease or insect organisms.  And now the exceptions:
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