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The Natural Garden, Inc.


The Nursery Specializing in Native & Ornamental Perennials & Grasses

38W443 Highway 64,  St. Charles, Illinois 60175


Phone: (630) 584-0150  Fax: (630) 584-0185

MEASUREMENTS  & DATA

MULCH & COMPOST COVERAGE: 

 3” thick -  # of square feet multiplied by .25 divided by 27 = yards of mulch needed.

1 cubic yard will cover:
162 sq. ft. at 2” deep




108 sq. ft. at 3” deep




  81 sq. ft. at 4” deep

3 cubic ft. bags cover:
18 sq. ft. at 2” deep




  9 sq. ft. at 4” deep

PEAT:

8 cubic ft. bales cover:
90 sq. ft. at 1” deep




45 sq. ft. at 2” deep

OTHER MEASURES:

1 cubic ft. of soil:
= 9 shovels

3 cubic ft. of soil:
= 1 wheelbarrow

1 cubic yd. of soil:
= 9 wheelbarrows

( for clay soils spread gypsum:   50 lbs./1000 sq. ft.

( for very heavy clay soils spread gypsum:  100 lbs./1000 sq. ft.

How To Determine How Many Plants Are Needed For A Given Area:

1. Generally, most perennials are spaced 18” on center and ground covers 12” on center.  On center (oc) spacing means from stem of plant to stem of next plant.

Area required by each plant with on center (oc) spacing:

  8” oc = .44 sq. ft.

10” oc = .70 sq. ft.

12” oc = 1.0 sq. ft.

15” oc = 1.56 sq. ft.

18” oc = 2.25 sq. ft.

24” oc = 3.0 sq. ft. 

36” oc = 6.0 sq. ft.

2. Measure planting area to determine square footage.   Multiply length by width.

Example:  10’ x 5’ = 50 sq. ft. planting area.

3. To determine the number of plants needed for an area, divide square footage of planting area (#2) by area each plant will occupy (#1).

Example:  50 sq. ft. divided by 2.25 sq. ft. (for plants with 18” on center spacing) equals 22.22.  This

means that you will need approximately 22 plants for a 50 sq. ft. planting area. 
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