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Easy to Grow Prairie Plants

For school projects and first prairies, try some of the following prairie plants that are easy to grow. The plants listed below will do well in full sun and good garden soil with medium moisture. Native plant specialists use the term mesic to refer to the rich black natural prairie soils with medium moisture-holding capacity.  The species listed below are not only easy to grow* but also provide ornamental appeal in a landscape.  Please see our catalog for complete plant information.

Prairie Forbs

Botanical Name



Common Name

Aster azureus



Sky Blue Aster

Aster laevis



Smooth Blue Aster

Aster novae-angliae


New England Aster

Aster oblongifolius


Aromatic Aster
Aster ptarmicoides


Upland White Aster

Coreopsis lanceolata


Lanceleaved Coreopsis

Desmodium canadense

Showy Tick Trefoil **

Eupatorium maculatum

Spotted Joe Pye Weed
Heliopsis helianthoides

False Sunflower
Monarda fistulosa


Wild Bergamont

Petalostemum candidum

White Prairie Clover**

Petalostemum purpureum
 
Purple Prairie Clover**
Ratibida pinnata


Yellow Coneflower
Rudbeckia hirta



Black-eyed Susan
Prairie Grasses

Botanical Name



Common Name
Andropogon scoparius

Little Bluestem
Andropogon gerardii


Big Bluestem
Bouteloua curtipendula

Sideoats Grama
Elymus canadensis


Canada Wild Rye
Panicum virgatum


Switchgrass
* Factors such as rainfall, temperature, insects etc. may affect seed germination and viability.

** Seeds benefit from inoculation at the time of planting.  See handout Instructions for Inoculum for details.
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