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The Natural Garden, Inc.

The Nursery Specializing in Native & Ornamental Perennials & Grasses

38W443 Highway 64,  St. Charles, Illinois 60175

 Phone: (630) 584-0150   /  Fax: (630) 584-0185
DEPENDABLE PERENNIALS

Excellent Performers and Good Performers

By Janice Chapman, Landscape Designer

Which perennials are most dependable?  What looks good all season?  Which perennials can be grouped together to occupy a specific habitat?  The Natural Garden has selected perennials that are Excellent Performers and Good Performers to help with these questions.

Each species selection is the result of many years of observations and experimentation.  These guidelines are offered as reference sources for the designer or architect who may not specialize in perennials but wishes to use them with greater confidence in their performance.  The lists have been whittled down to include only the most reliable.  For the purposes of this list, two qualities are emphasized: hardiness, and good appearance all season long.  Flowering is not given primary consideration since most perennials offered commercially are already selected for their excellent flowers.  Also, the success of a planting may well be more dependent on the overall appearance through a 5-month growing season than on a beautiful flower, which lasts only 2 to 3 weeks.  In some cases, a species will appear on more than one list, indicating its superior adaptability.

Not included in the list are worthy plants which may be considered specialty plants, experimental offerings, plants which go dormant or occasionally suffer unattractive disease problems, selections for the adventurous gardener or perennials for special micro-climates.  Each group includes the coded sun and soil classifications from the Natural Garden catalogue.  Refer to the catalogue for some of the special plants you wish to add to fill in any missing features you require.

Excellent performers are Bolded, Good performers are not.  The Natural Garden catalogue codes are:


Sun requirements: S= Full Sun, P= Partial Shade, Sh= Full Shade


Soil Conditions: W= Wet, M= Moist, D= Well Drained, S= Sharply Drained

Full Sun and Normal Garden Soil

Key: Excellent performer (bold), Good performer  (regular type).

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS    GRASSES           

Achillea 'Moonshine'




Andropogon gerardii 'Pawnee'

Allium thunbergii 'Ozawa'




Calamagrostis ‘Karl Forester’

Amsonia tabernaemontana




Anemone sylvestris




Aster 'Woods Blue'





Miscanthus sinensis 'Autumn Light'
Boltonia asteroides ‘Snowbank’



Miscanthus s. 'Punktchen' -

Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moonbeam’



Little Dot Grass (dwarf zebra)

Dianthus deltoides 'Firewitch'




Sporobolus heterolepis -Prairie Dropseed
Echinacea purpurea spp and cultivars


Helictrotrichon s. 'Saphire'-Blue Oat Grass

Eupatorium rugosum 'Chocolate'

Geranium magnificum (x)

Geranium ‘Johnson’s Blue’

Hemerocallis 'Little Wine Cup' 

Hemerocallis ‘Happy Returns’& other repeat bloomers
Heuchera micrantha ‘Palace Purple’

Heucherella alba 'Bridget Bloom'

Hosta  (all cultivars)

Iris siberica 'Caesar's Brother'

Liatris spicata 'Kobold'

Lilium - Asiatic types 

Nepeta faassenii 'Walker's Low'

Oenothera macrocarpa 

Origanum 'Rosenkuppel'

Paeonia officinalis

Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’

Pervoskia atriplicifolia 'Little Spire'

Phlox paniculata ‘David’

Phlox ‘Cynthia’

Physostegia virginiana 'Vivid' 

Rosa 'Knockout'

Salvia nemerosa 'Mainacht'

Sedum, Autumn Joy

Stachys byzantina 'Silver Carpet' (non-flowering type)
Thymus praecox 'Halls Variety' (use pea gravel mulch)

Veronica 'Giles van Hees' (dwarf)

Veronica x ‘Goodness Grows’

Vinca minor

Full Sun and Wet Soil

Excellent performer, Good performer

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS

Anemone sylvestris

Aquilegia canadensis

Aster novae-angliae and clutivars

Aster umbellatus

Bergenia cordifolia and cultivars
Dicentra spectabilis

Eupatorium maculatum

Eupatorium perfoliatum

Helenium autumnale

Heuchera richardsonii

Hibiscus spp

Iris pseudacorus

Iris sibericus

Iris virginica shrevei

Liatris pycnostachya

Ligularia spp

Lysimachia quadriflora

Lythrum alatum

Phlox pilosa

Physostegia virginiana

Primula denticulata cultivars

Rudbeckia hirta

Silphium perfoliatum

Solidago riddelii

Tradescantia andersoniana 

Vernonia fasciculata

Zizia aurea

(note: native forbs & grasses spreading rapidly in a garden soil)

GRASSES

Andropogon gerardi

Calamagrostis canadensis

Carex grayi (Morning Star)

Carex stipata

Scirpus atrovirens

Spartina pectinata

Uniola latifolia

Full Sun and Dry or Sharply Drained Soil

(Suitable for rock gardens, pea gravel mulch recommended)

Excellent performer, Good performer

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS

Achillea ‘Moonshine’

Alchemilla mollis 'Auslese'

Amorpha canescens

Amenone pulsatilla

Aquilegia alpina

Asclepias tuberosa (emerges late from dormancy)

Coreopsis rosea 'Limerock Ruby'

Dianthus 'Bewitched'

Echinacea p. 'Kim's Knee High'

Echinacea p. 'Magnus'

Geum triflorum

Geranium macrorrhizum 'Bevan's Variety'

Phlox ‘Cynthia’

Platycodon grandiflorus 'Mariesii'

Sedum spurium -Dragon's Blood
Stachys byzantina ‘Silver Carpet’

Stokesia laevis ‘Klaus Jelitto’

Tanacetum macrophyllum -Tansy Chrysanthemum

GRASSES

Festuca spp

Helictotrichon sempervirens

Koeleria glauca

Full Shade and Good Garden Soil 

Natural Garden catalogue code: Sh: MD

Excellent performer, Good performer

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORB

Ajuga reptans

Aquilegia spp

Aster macrophyllus

VINES

Hedera helix (protect from winter sun)

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Parthenocissus tricuspidata

Bergenia cordifolia

Brunnera macrophylla
Convallaria majalis (may spread aggressively)

Dicentra spectabilis (may go dormant)                 

Euonymus fortunei and cultivars

Eupatorium rugosum

Hosta spp and cultivars

Ligularia spicata

Liriope spicata 'Silvery Sunproof'

Pachysandra t. 'Green Carpet'

Polemonium reptans 'Blue Pearl'

Polemonium yezoense 'Purple Rain'

Pulmonaria spp and cultivars

Solidago flexicaulis

Solidago ulmifolia

Thalictrum rochebrunianum

Vinca minor 'Dart's Blue'

Viola labradorica var. purpurea

GRASSES

Carex gracillima

Carex flacca

Deschampsia caespitosa and cultivars

Elymus villosus

Luzula spp

FERNS

Dryopteris marginalis

Matteuccia pennsylvanica
Osmunda cinnamomea

Polystichum acrosticoides

WOODLAND NATIVES

Asarum canadense

Dodecatheon media (will go dormant)

Mertensia virginica (will go dormant)

Polygonatum commutatum

Smilacena racemosa

Stylophorum diphyllum



Partial Sun and Average Garden Soil

(Sun in the morning or late afternoon)

Natural Garden catalogue code: P: MD

Excellent performer, Good performer

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS

GRASSES
Ajuga reptans

Calamagrostis ‘Karl Foerster

Alchemilla mollis


Carex spp

Alchemilla vulgaris


Deschampsia caespitosa and cult.

Allium schnittlauch  


Luzula spp

Amsonia tabernaemontana


Panicum virgatum and cultivars

Anemone pulsatilla


Spodiopogon sibiricus

Anemone sylvestris




Anemone tomentosa and cultivars


FERNS
Aquilegia canadensis


Adiantum pedatum

Aquilegia alpina


Cystoperis bulbifera

Aquilegia hybrids ‘Kristall’, ‘Maxistar’


Dennstaedia punctiloba

Asarum spp


Dryopteris marginalis



Aster amellus ‘Rudolph Goethe’


Matteuccia pennsylvanica

Astilbe spp


Osmunda cinnamomea

Bergenia cordifolia and culitvars


Polystichum acrostichoides

Brunnera macrophylla (May to Aug.) 


Dicentra spectabilis and culitivars


VINES

Filipendula rubra


Clematis ‘Coventry’


Geranium macrorrhizum


Clematis paniculata
Hemerocallis spp and cultivars


Lonicera x heckrotti

Heuchera micrantha ‘Palace Purple’


Parthenocissus quinquefolia
Heuchera richardsonii




Hibiscus spp and cultivars


WOODLAND NATVES

Hosta spp and cultivars


Asarum sp

Iris siberica and cultivars


Geranium maculatum (may go dormant)     

Lilium cultivars- asiatics only


Geranium macrorrhizum
Lysimachia Clethroides (aggressive)


Mertensia virginica (will go dormant)

Pachysandra terminalis


Stylophorum diphyllum


Paeonia officinalis


Smilacena racemosa

Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’

Physostegia virginiana ‘Alba’

Physostegia virginiana ‘Vivid’

Polemonium reptans

Polygonatum spp (aggressive)

Pulmonaria spp

Rosa spp

Sedum spectabilis ‘Autumn Joy

Sedum ternatum

Vinca minor and spp

Full Shade and Dry Soil

Natural Garden Catalogue code: Sh: D

Good performers.  No excellent performers are listed because of the difficult growing conditions
FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS

Aegopodium podagraria ‘Variegata’

Corydalis lutea

Eunuymus coloratus

Eupatorium rugosum

Hosta spp and cultivars

Prenanthes alba

GRASS

Luzula nivea

Full Shade and Wet Soil

Natural Garden catalogue code: Sh: W



Excellent performer, Good performer

FLOWERING PERENNIALS AND FORBS

GRASSES
Acontium fisheri

Carex muskingumensis

Aquilegia canadensis

Glyceria striata

Asarum europaem

Muhlenbergia frondosa

Aster macrophyllus

Uniola latifolia

Astilbe spp



Bergenia cordifolia

FERNS
Cimcifuga racemosa

Athyrium filix-femina

Clematis Virginiana

Matteuccia pennsylvanica

Dicentra spectabilis (may go dormant)

Osmunda cinnamomea

Liriope spicata

Viola sororia

Viola spp
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